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Covent Carden Cheatre. 


A new candidate for public favor, presented himself last evening 
in the dangerous and difficult character of Hamlet. When we remem 
ber that this Play has been continually before us, and that the repre- 
sentatives of its principal character have been established in the favo- 
ritism of all classes ; it does, indeed, appear requisite that some high 
qualifications, prima facie, should accompany an attempt so aspiring, 
not to say confident. From the continued transitions, and the varied 
passions this character involves, it may with propriety be deemed a 
test, that will alone establish our judgment of an actor’s powers—thus 
then to judge of Mr. Serle ; we should not hesitate to declare our opi- 
nion that his physical capabilities, even were he gifted highly with 
others, do not justify the expectation he must have entertained in 
opening in Hamlet. His voice is weak throughout, but when elevated 
becomes discordantly shrill—his person is inelegant, and his counte- 
nance not capable of much expression—his eclocution, indeed, when 
not involved in overstrained efforts at effect, pleasing, and his appa- 
rent knowledge of the stage renders him easy. To this advantage 
must be opposed a sententious and prolonged utterance, frequently be- 
coming a perfect drawl. Of his conception of the part we cannot 
speak in high terms ; his attempts at new readings were unfortanately 
all wrong ; thus, for instance, in the first scene with the Ghost— 


“‘ Thou comest in such a questionable shape, 
That I witt speak to thee.” 


In many instances, indeed, by departing from the precedents of 
Messrs. C. Kemble and Young, who, it may be observed, have sought 
both into the text of Hamlet with indefatigable diligence, Mr. Serle 
somewhat marred the sense. The introduction of two portraits on 
the wall, was not happy, as it compelled both the Queen and Hamlet 
to regard those objects with their backs to the audience. In the third 
act, Mr. Serle entirely lost that possession of voice he set out with, 
and all the subsequent scenes were “ weary, stale, and unprofitable?’ 
On the whole, we must observe, that within our recollection we never 
remember so mediocte an attempt so warmly received. We have, in- 
deed, heard, (we know not with how much truth) that Mr. Serle has 
been a sity clerk ; if it be so, perhaps that circumstance may eccount 
for the determined applause his most unhappy efforts met. We can- 
not sce any cause for this appearance, while Mr. C. Kemble and Mr. 
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Warde are on the theatre, or while Mr. Young is suffered to ride at 
leasure over the city. Miss Hammersley played Ophelia with some 
prettiness ; and Mrs. Faucit looked rousfly in the Queen, Of course 
Mr. Cooper’s Laertes was all that could"he wished—in other respects 
the Play was poorly done. Mr. Connor’s Horatio is, indeed, a meagre 
affair ; and Mr. Horrebow and Mr. ‘Baker, e¢ id genus omne, per- 
formed the evolutions in their usual wire-work style.—The Play was 
given ont for repetition on Friday, Aladdin followed.—The house 
was well attended. 
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Drurp Dane Cheatre. 

Mar. WaAttack appeared last evening as Lucius Junius Brutus.— 
As a ruse against the novelty of the other house, we do not think it 
was judicicus, especially when the circumstance of Kean’s personation 
of that part is fresh in our memory. Such an attempt lamentably be- 
trays the weakness of the tragic corps of Drury Lane, and perhaps 
inspires some unfayorable feelingtowards Mr. Wallack. We are pleased, 
however, to say that he got safely through the part ; and, certainly, 
under all circumstances, nothing more could be expected. He did not 
aim at great effects, and escaped, therefore, any absurdities, although 
he suffered the effective points, with which the part abounds, to es- 
cape him without note or comment. Amoroso, King of. Little Bri- 
tain, and De La Perouse, fellowed.—The galleries were good. 


Apetrui.—The performances here met with considerable opposition 
Jast night. As soon as it was discovered that Mrs. Fitzwillam did not 
appear in The Pilot, the audience became clamorous, and Mr. Yates 
was obliged to apologise for her, he assured the audience that she was 
80 unwel., that she was totally unable to perform, in two pieces, but 
would, with their lewve, endeavour to get through the part of Don 
Giovanni:;—the apology was well received. 








Fashionable Lounges.—Open Daily. 

Dion Ast, ‘Regent's Park..—The present’ Views are the’ Ruins of Holyrood 
Chapel, a moonlight scene,:ani Chartres Cathecral.— Open from 10 till 4.— 
N. 6B. Between‘the hours of LI and 8, fs the’ best time to View the Diorama. 

Great Iloom, Spring Gardens. Marsnaiy’s Peristrepnic Oricinar Pa- 

, NowAma, (with mew additions lately made) illustrative of all the events which 
happened ,to, Bonaparte, ‘from the Battle) of Waterloo till’ his death, dis- 
playing 13 Views of St. Helena, the Battles ‘of Gerappe, Trafalgar, &c. 
accompanied by a full Military Band.—Day Exhibitions, from 12 i!15,— 
Evening ditto, by Gas, at 7 aud half-past 8. _, (g 1* 

Coswor sMa—-A change having taken place in this Exhibition, it is now cow- 

osed of a General View of Rome, Views of St. 'Peter’s-at Rome, the Cathe- 
Bal at Rome, and several others, equally interésting-—209, Repent Street, 
‘Oxford Street. We 

Foa comfortable Lounge, a legitimate Cigar, an excellent, Cup of Turkey 

Coffee, and Theatrical Chit Chat, Jook-in at The Rurau Divas, 5, Catherine 

‘Street, Strand. etdelts ital 

Tue freetest Curiosities ever seem are Exhibiting! at No.id, Haymarket—Two 

26Lavexkp Dwarrs, Brother and Sister, the Man 45 years of age, 3 feet; the 

1. Woman 55 years, 2 feet LOinches—Open from 10 tilldusk.—Admittance Is. 


Printed and Published by E. Tuomas, Denmark-court, Exeter-change, Strand, 
iV he Al Compaunications must be pest paid.—Printing in General. 
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Cheatre Ropal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, the Comedy of 


RULE A WIEE . 


AND 


HAVE A WIFE. 


The Duke, Mr COOPER, Juan, Mr EGERTON, 
Michael Perez, Mr JONES, 
Leoiz............--Mr C. KEMBLE, 
Alonzo, Mr BAKER, Sancho, Mr-HORREBOW, 
Diego, Mr HEATH, Vasco, Mr HENRY, 
Cacafogo, Mr FARLEY, Lorenzo, Mr MEARS, 
Margaretta, Mrs FAUCIT, 

Altea, Mrs VINING,: ‘Victoria, Mrs DALY, 
Estifaina, Miss CHESTER, 

Ciara, Miss HENRY. Isabel, Mrs WILSON, 

Old Woman, Mr BEANCHARD, 
Dadghter.’. ..6.3~..%. ‘Mr KEELEY. 


After which (3rd time) the Farce of 


The Scape Goat. 


Old Eustace, Mr BLANCHARD, 
Charles,...'. apace [his Son]...... Mr COOPER, 
Ignatius Polygot, Mr W. FARREN, 

Robin, Mr MEADOWS, 

Harriet, Miss A. JONES, Molly Maggs, Miss JONES. 











To which will be added the Musica! Entertainment of 


A Roland for an Oliver. 


Sir Mark Chase, Mr FAWCETT, 
Mr Selborne, Mr BAKER, Fixture, Mr RAYNER, 
Alfred Highflyer, Mr JONES, 


Gamekeeper..v....... Mr J. ISAACS, 
Mrs. Selborne, Miss HENRY, 
Maria Darlington........ Madame VESTRIS, 


Mrs Fixture, Miss JONES. 


To-morrow, Clari, &c. 











‘Theatre Ropal, Drury Lane. 
This Evening, the Opera of” 


S . . 

Der -Freischutz. 
Ottoear, Mr MERCER, Bernhard, Mr BEDFORD, 
Adoljth, Mr/L. COOKE% 

Hermit, Mr G. SMITH, ‘Zamiel, Mr O. SMITH. 
Caspar, Mr HORN, 

Witch, Mr HOPE, Demon, Mr Gregory, 
Kilian, Mr FITZWILLIAM, 

Foresters, Mess. Comer, Randall, & Yarnold, 
Dan imeaveho naan Miss POVEY, 
Linda, Miss GRADDON, 
Bridesmaids, Mrs Tennant, Misses Gaskill, Gouid 








After which, (4th time) a new Opera, called 


THE WAGER; 


Or, the Midnight Hour. 

Don Gozmans >. « «++ 92°32 22462 Mr DOWTON. 
The Marquis D’Almieda, Mr HORN, 
Sebastian, Mr J, RUSSELL, 

Mathias, MrTAYLEURE, Ambrose, MrBEDFORD, 

Nicholas, Mr HARLEY, 

Julia, Miss CUBITT, Cicely, Mrs C. JONES, 
Flora. ...%. blades Miss KELLY. 
To-morrow, ‘The Wager, &e. 

A Lisr of the London Theatres. 








Adelphi, Strand [ote Opera, Haymarket (C) 
Amphitheatre, Westminster Road (C) joisn ic, Neweastle Street, Strand 
Covent Garden Royalty, Wellclose Square 
Coburg, Waterloo Road Surrey, Blackfriars Road 

Drury lane Sadler’s Wells, near Islington (C) 
English Opera, Strand, (Cc. West ee Those Tottenham Street 
Haymarket, Those with a © are Closed. 





The Summer Season of The Theatrical Secs may be had complete, by 
applying at the Offee, and at @5, Bow Street, of of Chappel aud Son, Royal 
Exchange, Cornbiil, where it is also published dail sta ~The Weekly Dramatic 
Register, is publistied every Saturday, as above, Price Three-half-pence. 


$= Dank Eventnes. fhe Pabile is requested to be careful in going to the 
Theatres, not to be impbsed 08 by an Amitetion of The Theatrical Obserrer. 











